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At times it is hard to imagine all that has transpired since we unveiled  

Vision 2015 in October of  2012. It is a bit astounding for me when I think 

of  all the changes, ups and downs, twists and turns that have occurred.  

As we continue to push through and move forward on the remaining  

objectives of  Vision 2015, it has also become evident to me that we need 

to step back and celebrate all that God has done these past two years.

God has done a great work at New Life through you! In just two short years, we  

have carefully examined, then expanded and/or relocated each of  our offices. We have 
added Outreach Directors to expand our connections and presence within each of  the 

communities we serve. We have partnered with other organizations to bring our services 
onsite to their locations. We have added comprehensive STD testing and treatment to 

our menu of  services and hired three additional nurses. We have also expanded our 
Conquerors post-abortion ministry to include a mentoring program and a partnership 

with Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge. Wow, look at all that has transpired in two 
short years!

As we step back and take a deep breath, we celebrate the bumpy uphill runs and smooth 

downhill rides, the difficult (and sometimes unexpected) twists, and the reinvigorating 
turns. We celebrate that God has provided financial supporters to graciously give of  their 
resources so that New Life can not only operate, but thrive. We celebrate that through 
your giving, our budget has grown to a place that has allowed us to make organizational 
and systematic changes. This has given us the ability to serve a greater number of  clients, 
and in some cases a different type of  client than we were reaching before. We celebrate 
the volunteers that selflessly give of  their time to come and assist our offices and the 
prayer warriors that battle for the ministry on the front lines. We celebrate all that God 
has done and we celebrate you!

Thank you for partnering with us! 

Tammy Kocher
Executive Director

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Moving forward with Vision 2015

ON THE COVER
Meet Isaac
Isaac, the child featured on the cover, was adopted through 

New Life in 2012. His parents, Chris and Kristin, describe Isaac 
as a compassionate and kind-hearted 2 year old who loves to be 

outdoors and help cook and clean. To learn more about New 
Life’s adoption services, visit our website at www.nlfs.org.

photography courtesy of  Alison Lea Photography



On June 30th, Planned Parenthood opened a new office in Richfield, just one block from our (soon to be opened)  
office. Planned Parenthood performs one-third of  all abortions in the United States and 44 percent of  abortions in  
Minnesota.

Source:: Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life

STDS ARE ON THE RISE IN MINNESOTA

According to a report published in the spring of  2014 by the Minnesota Department of  Health (MDH) there is a 10 
percent increase overall of  STDs in the state, with a significant increase for syphilis, which is up 64 percent, and  
gonorrhea, which is up 26 percent. The Minnesota Commissioner of  Health, Ed Ehlinger, states, “The report  
underscores the importance of  prevention, testing, and awareness.” First Care Pregnancy Center added STD testing  
and treatment in 2013 for both males and females.

Source: www.health.state.mn.us/news/pressrel/2014/std041614.html 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD MOVED TO RICHFIELD

THE MORNING AFTER PILL IS AVAILABLE ONLINE

The Plan B One-Step Emergency Contraceptive is available on amazon.com for between $30-$40. No  
identity is needed, age is not checked, and the pill is available with the click of  a mouse. Plan B is an 

emergency contraceptive that may assist in preventing pregnancy. At the dosage found in the Morning 

After Pill, this drug may also work on rare occasions to prevent an embryo from implanting in the uterus.
  

Source: Amazon.com & FDA    

TELEMED ABORTIONS ARE HAPPENING IN MINNESOTA

Telemed abortion is a medical abortion in which a patient video conferences with a  
doctor, typically in another city. The doctor then pushes a button which unlocks a drawer 
in the clinic where the patient is at. This dispenses the RU-486 pill without the doctor ever 
being physically present with the patient. The telemed process has been outlawed in many 
states, but is still pressing on here in Minnesota. Telemed abortions are being offered at the 
Planned Parenthood office in Rochester, Minnesota.  

DID YOU KNOW?
Big things happening in the pro-life community

ABORTION RATES AT AN ALL TIME LOW

The Center for Disease Control released a new study in its National Abortion Report in November, which concluded 
that the number of  abortions in the United States has declined to a historic low. The data also indicated that abortions 
performed on younger women are down as well, which indicates that providing abortion alternatives to this age group 

have made a significant difference. 

Source:  The Center for Disease Control
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St. Paul 

•  Relocated and expanded to a larger space in the Sun Ray Shopping Center
•  Extended office hours and opened on Saturdays
•  Increased medical staff (and volunteer) coverage to 5 days per week
•  Increased staffing levels to accommodate growth
•  Piloted fatherhood partnership with Urban Ventures

University Office

•  Relocated and expanded office
•  Added a full-time Nurse
•  Added comprehensive STD testing and treatment
•  Client numbers have more than doubled

Rochester

•  Hired an Outreach Director to build relationships within the Rochester 
   community
•  Remodeled and expanded office by an additional 600 square feet
•  Hired a part-time Nurse
•  COMING SOON: Launching comprehensive STD testing and treatment 
    in January 

The goal of Vision 2015 is to double the number 
of clients served and lives saved from abortion 
each year by 2015. As we enter our final year of 
this growth plan, we pause to reflect on all that 
God has accomplished.

ENTERING THE FINAL       YEAR OF VISION 2015

Our new St. Paul office has almost double  
the amount of space as our previous space  
allowing us to better serve our clients in  
our busiest office location.

We added STD testing and treatment at our 
University office in February of 2013.

Our newly renovated Rochester office 
received a much needed update both  
inside and outside.
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Richfield

•  In the process of relocating to a larger, highly visible strip mall  
    at the intersection of 66th Street & Nicollet Avenue
•  Hired a full-time Nurse Manager
•  COMING SOON: Launching comprehensive STD testing and
    treatment in 2015 

Conquerors

•  Added a mentoring program
•  Redesigned the curriculum to make the program more portable to 
    other locations
•  Hired additional support staff
•  Partnered with Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge to run groups 
    onsite three times per year
•  Developed and launched a Conquerors website

As we enter our last year of Vision 2015 it is our prayer to complete the 
Richfield relocation, expand STD services, and continue developing critical 
partnerships with non-profits to serve those in need.

      YEAR OF VISION 2015

The buildout of our new Richfield office.

A glance at the mock-up of the new  
storefront in Richfield.

The mission of Conquerors is to provide 
hope and healing to those who have  
experienced an abortion.

JOIN US AT THE RICHFIELD OPEN HOUSE

As a supporter of New Life, we would be honored if you would join 
us as we celebrate all God has done at the new Richfield office. 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

6517 Nicollet Ave. S, Richfield

Light refreshments will be served.
Questions: 612-866-7643 or orrock.jenna@nlfs.org
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A STORY OF GRACE THROUGH TRAGEDY
By: Tammy Kocher, Executive Director 

Recently I had the privilege of sitting down with two of our longtime supporters, Steve and Beth  

Pinewski of Pinewski Builders (one of our Corporate Sponsors). Their story of God’s grace 
through tragedy is truly inspiring.

Tell us a little bit about your history and your family:
Beth: We were married in 1981 and at the time, I was a Christian but Steve was 
not. I essentially “checked my faith at the door” when we got married. We began 
having children right away with Sarah being born in 1982, Erin in 1983, Celeste 
in 1985, and Molly in 1986. Steve was busy with his new construction business 
and I was busy at home with our four girls. 

What happened in 1988 that changed everything?
Beth: On October 19, 1988, I was leaving the house to run errands. Our  
daughter Molly, just 2 ½ at the time, came running out the front door to say  

goodbye, only I didn’t see her. The most terrifying moment of  my life is when I 
realized I ran her over. My daughter died instantly right there in my driveway. Our 
entire lives changed in that one split moment. Steve was working about an hour 
away and I called him to tell him what happened. Looking back, I believe God gave 

Steve a gift of  that hour to process what happened before reacting. Though I was filled  
with guilt and shame about the accident, Steve never once blamed me. 

How did this terrible tragedy affect your faith?
Beth: For me, as strange as it sounds, it absolutely cemented me in Jesus. I became so determined to follow Jesus, 

and I clung to Him daily. The loss of  Molly left a huge gaping hole, but over time God began to fill that hole with 
His word and with the Holy Spirit. My greatest struggle was processing God’s sovereignty in all of  this. A verse 
that God gave me was Psalm 56:8, “You have kept count of  my tossings; put my tears in your bottle.” Many times 
the Lord used that verse to comfort me. When I would break down crying while doing the dishes, my little girls 
would look up and me and say, “It’s okay Mommy, God is saving your tears.”
 

Steve: I grew up in a great family and was well informed about God, Jesus, and His life. The one thing that always 
troubled me was a fear of  dying. I tried desperately to be a good person, but struggled with unworthiness. I kept 

thinking I could make things right by being good. One of  my best friends had a radical conversion to Christianity 

that baffled me. I knew what he was like before and I could not imagine how he could be so sure of  his salvation. 
Just one week after we buried Molly, I was sitting in my office at home longing to hold her again. I was missing her 
more than anything. I wanted to say “I love you” just one more time. With tears in my eyes, I stared outside and 
envisioned her coming down our driveway. Much like the story of  the prodigal son, I saw her as a teenager - dirty, 

tired, and sad. I pictured her saying to me, “Dad, I screwed up my life. I sinned against you and God. Will you  
forgive me?” My response to her would be, “Of  course I forgive you.” I was just overjoyed that she was home. 
At that moment, God spoke to my heart. He said, “Stephen, I look at you the same way as you look at Molly. It 
doesn’t matter what you have done or where you have been. I will forgive you and accept you just as you are.” 

For the first time in 31 years I understood God’s complete and unconditional love and forgiveness. God radically 
changed my life that day. 
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How did you become connected with New Life? 
Beth: After a death like Molly’s, I can only describe it as you crave life. We longed 
for laughter and life back in our home. Though it was not easy, and I struggled 
with great insecurity about being a parent to more children, God’s message to me 

was that He believed in me. In His grace, He entrusted us with three beautiful 

boys - David, Thomas, and James. But God did something more than just grow 
our family. He used this tragedy to help us think beyond the walls of  our home. 

He gave us a deeper craving for life which in turn led us to New Life.

Steve: We were struggling financially at the time, and we were partners in owning 
a home in Anoka that was condemned by the city. 

Not sure of  what to do, our business partner said that 

he would walk away and give us the property. Little did 

I know what God had in store. We tore down that old 
condemned house, and in 1999 God called us to build a small office building for New 
Life. We called it the Molly Professional Building and it was our desire and privilege 
to give the downstairs space to New Life, free of  charge for their pregnancy center as 

we rented the upper level. Over the years God used that little building to save pre-

cious lives. He also used it to save our family financially multiple times. When New 
Life closed their Anoka office in 2013, we fully trusted that God had a plan. New Life 
helped connect us to another pregnancy center who is now utilizing the space in the 
same manner. We are grateful to God as He expanded the blessing by enabling us to 
be involved with another ministry as well. 

The Molly Professional Building on 
Main Street in Anoka.

Steve has been an integral 
part of Vision 2015, serving 
as the general contractor 
for both of our new offices 
in St. Paul and Richfield.

The Pinewski family on Thanksgiving Day 2014.
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To learn more about Pinewski Builders, 
visit pinewskibuilders.com.

Talking with Steve and Beth at the onset of Vision 2015, 
and our plan to close the Anoka office, was one of the 
most difficult things I have ever done. It was especially 
difficult knowing the history of the building, that it was 
built specifically for us, and that it was built in memory  
of Molly. I still remember that conversation like it was  
yesterday. There were tears on all sides, but the authentic 
faith and grace that they demonstrated in that moment 
was something I will never forget. I have been so blessed 
to get to know them better, especially over the last few 
years. When we were looking at moving our St. Paul 
office, without hesitation, Steve offered to help us. He  
designed the space for us and did all of the general 
contracting for us – completely free of charge. He is 
doing the same thing for us with our new Richfield office. 
This has saved us tens of thousands of dollars on each 
project. When I talked with Steve about this, he simply 
said, “It is easy to do these projects and I know that God 
blesses it. You can’t outgive God.” I am so grateful for 
their partnership with us all these years, and I am truly 
inspired by their faith, strength, selflessness, and passion 
for life.

THANK YOU STEVE & BETH FOR  

YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!



“I Found Healing After My Abortion”
Tonya’s story
Some of  the arguments pushing me to have 
an abortion were things like, “It’s legal, it’s not 
a life, it’s a tissue, and your life will go back to 

normal.”

When I first started Conquerors, the  
post-abortion program offered through  

New Life, I was in denial about where I really 

was at emotionally with my decision to have 

an abortion. I was very angry. I was very angry 

at the women there and I was angry that I had 

made the decision to have the abortion. I hated 

the world. 

As I processed through all that led to my  

abortion in the Conquerors program, I was able 

to spend one on one time with God and really 

dive into the Word. 

As I started to be honest with myself  and as  

I started to be open with the entire process,  

restoration happened between God and me. I 

am now free from condemnation and guilt and 

I’m sharing my story with others. I am now able 

to offer hope to people in a crisis pregnancy 

and help them see that there is another way. 

REACHING PEOPLE ONLINE
 
As part of our strategic plan to increase our exposure with clients, and in order to be successful in our goals, we quickly identi-
fied the need to have relevant and up-to-date information online for all three of our program areas. The result is a redesign 
of two existing websites: New Life Family Services (www.nlfs.org) and First Care Pregnancy Center (www.firstcaremn.com) 
and the addition of a new third website for Conquerors (www.conquerorsafterabortion.org), which had previously operated 
without a website of its own. We invite you to connect with us online! 

/newlifefamilyservices@NLFStweets New Life Family ServicesCONNECT WITH US: 

You can watch Tonya’s full story at 
www.vimeo.com/newlifefamilyservices.

 
healing after my abortion  
       

I FOUND 

Some of the arguments pushing me to have an 

abortion were things like “It’s legal, it’s not a life, 

it’s a tissue, and your life will go back to normal.”  

 

When I first started Conquerors, the post-abortion 
program offered through New Life, I was in denial 

about where I really was at emotionally with my 

decision to have an abortion. I was very angry. 

I was very angry at the women there and I was 

angry that I had made the decision to have the 

abortion. I hated the world.  

 

As I processed through all that led to my abortion 

in the Conquerors program, I was able to spend 
one on one time with God and really dive into 

the Word. 

As I started to be honest with myself and as I 

started to be open with the entire process,  

restoration happened between God and me.  

I am now free from condemnation and guilt  

and I’m sharing my story with others. I am  

now able to offer hope to people in a crisis  

pregnancy and help them see that there is  

another way. 

Share Tonya’s story with your 
church. Her story is featured on 
our 2015 Sanctity of Human Life 
bulletin insert, which is available 
for free. View and request the 
insert online at www.nlfs.org.

Are you hurting from 

a past abortion?

The Conquerors program  

provides a safe place to  

work through your abortion  

experience and find healing. 

Call or email to inquire about  

upcoming group sessions. All  

inquiries are confidential.

(612) 746-5663
coordinator@conquerorsafterabortion.org

ConquerorsAfterAbortion.org

“I thought  

everything  

would go back  

to the way it  

was before  

the abortion.”
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ARE YOU A LIFE PARTNER?“I Found Healing After My Abortion”
Tonya’s story

The reality is that we would not be able to sustain the ministry of  New 
Life without the faithful partnership of  all those who give. We believe 
every gift is literally that, a gift, which helps us keep going one more day 

to help those in need. The gratitude we feel cannot be captured or truly 
expressed in any written document. Our gratitude comes to the forefront 

as we pray for each and every one of  you that have made a decision to 

support the ministry. We know and recognize we would not be here  
without you, so thank you for taking a stand and making a commitment. 

If  you are not already, we would love to ask you to pray about becoming 

a Life Partner. It is a partnership where you make a financial commitment 
to give $25 or more monthly, or over $1,000 a year. By becoming a Life 
Partner you are helping us more accurately plan our budget each year, 

and ultimately strategically plan to stay on the cusp of  what our clients 

are needing. We operate New Life on a budget that is comprised of  more 
than 90% of  gifts from people like you. So when we say we would not be 
here without you, we mean it! 

A monthly or yearly commitment from you helps us maintain  

sustainability and plan for the future. Please consider becoming a Life 

Partner, and helping us as we change one life at a time.  

To learn more about our Life Partners program contact Chelsea Ordway 
at (612) 746-5662 or ordway.chelsea@nlfs.org, or visit our website at 
www.nlfs.org.    

$25/Month

$50/Month

$75/Month

$100/Month

EASY WAYS TO GIVE BACK 

1. AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way 

for you to support New Life. Sign up at  
smile.amazon.com and select New Life Family 
Services as your non-profit to support. Each time 
you checkout .5% of  your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchase will be donated to our organization. 

2. H&R Block
If  you choose to have H&R Block prepare your 
taxes this year, provide them with New Life Family 

Services non-profit ID and they will donate $20 to 
our organization. 

NONPROFIT ID: 40010001080911

Provides hope to 10 women 

as they learn whether or  

not they are pregnant 

through our pregnancy 

testing services.

Provides scholarships for 6 
women attending our  

Conquerors post-abortion 

program.

Provides comprehensive  

STD testing and treatment 

for 7 individuals.

Provides pregnancy testing, 

ultrasound, decision-making 

counseling, and support for 

3 women throughout their 

entire pregnancy.

WHAT YOUR GIVING

CAN ACCOMPLISH
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WAYS YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE

2014 ANNUAL FUNDRAISING BANQUET (October 2 & 3, 2014)

Over 700 guests joined us at the Twin Cities Banquet and over 450 guests for the 
Rochester Banquet. Together, you helped raised $19,000 through the Silent Auction, 
$151,000 in immediate gifts and pledges, and $48,600 per year in new monthly or 
increased support (100 individuals/families). Thank you for your support!

GIVE TO THE MAX DAY (November 13, 2014)

41 people supported New Life on Minnesota’s Give to the Max Day. A generous 
supporter matched dollar for dollar up to $25,000 for gifts received that day. We 
raised a grand total of  $56,344. We were blown away by your giving!

HONORING BIRTH MOTHERS 
Inviting all birth mothers to the Annual Birth Mother Dinner

“There is a time for everything, 
and a season for every activity 
under the heavens. He has made 
everything beautiful in its time.”   

Ecclesiastes 3: 1, 11

Friday, May 8, 2015
Calvary Church Roseville

ANNUAL BIRTH MOTHER DINNER 

A Season for Everything More details to come at www.nlfs.org.
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GRACE CHURCH’S BIG SERVE (October 4, 2014)

80 people from Grace Church joined forced to serve New Life for one day with 
some of  our greatest needs. People helped paint, move materials, turn our Clothing 

Closet from summer to winter, and made goody bags for college students.



MAKING A DIFFERENCE THROUGH STD TESTING

A science major from a nearby college sat down in the  
phlebotomy chair and asked me to describe the STD 
testing process. I told him that I would like to collect a 
throat swab and a blood sample. He immediately looked 
uncomfortable and said, “To be honest, I saw the Bibles 
on the book shelf in the other room and I don’t generally 
consider people who display Bibles to be capable of being 
professional and competent. “ I was startled by his answer 
but impressed by his honesty. I then asked if he had 
previous experiences that supported this opinion. At that 
point he seemed surprised by my question, laughed, and 
said, “No, and I guess you have been professional up until 
this point.” 

After making sure that he really was comfortable with  
continuing, I collected the blood and throat samples  
and continued talking with him. His testing revealed 
a condition that needed regular treatments over several 
weeks. During the treatment sessions we had many 
opportunities for lots of conversation and covered many 
topics. At one point he asked me how we could offer all 
of our services for free. I told him that we are funded by 
Christian donors who believe in providing this valuable 
service. He told me how grateful he was that he could 
receive treatment at no cost and how awed he was by the 
generosity of the donors. 

During each treatment session he seemed surprised when 
I asked him for updates on school and his job search, as if 
he was shocked that I had cared enough to listen and  
remember from week to week. At the end of his last  
session, having been handed a clean bill of health, he 
looked at me and said, “I love this place and I love what 
you do here. I have felt so respected, so heard, and so 
cared for. Thank you for doing what you do.”

1 IN 2
SEXUALLY ACTIVE

INDIVIDUALS WILL

GET AN STD

RISE IN ALL SERVICES
SINCE ADDING STD TESTING TO OUR UNIVERSITY CAMPUS OFFICE

C L I E NTS

C A L L S

U LT R A S O U N D S M E N ’ S

V I S ITS

P R E G N A N C Y

T E S TS

S T D

V I S ITS

2014

AT RISK FOR UNPLANNED 

PREGNANCIES ARE AT 

RISK FOR STDS

SAME PEOPLE

OFFERING STD TESTING

WILL HELP SAVE LIVES

100% OF STD TEST VISITS HAVE BEEN FIRST TIME CLIENTS

THEM

VISITS PLANNED

PARENTHOOD FOR

STD TEST

RECEIVES

INFO ABOUT

“SAFE SEX”

BUILDS

RAPPORT AND

RELATIONSHIP

WITH CLINIC

RETURNS

TO PLANNED

PARENTHOOD

FOR PREGNANCY

TEST

VS US

VISITS FIRST CARE

PREGNANCY

CENTER FOR

STD TESTRECEIVES

INFO ABOUT

SEXUAL

INTEGRITY AND

HEALTHY 

CHOICES BUILDS

RAPPORT AND

RELATIONSHIP

WITH CLINIC

RETURNS

TO FIRST CARE

FOR PREGNANCY

TEST AND

ULTRASOUND

94%

OF PREGNANT WOMEN

WHO VISIT FIRST CARE

FOR AN ULTRASOUND

CHOOSE LIFE FOR

T H E I R  C H I L D

ESSENTIAL TO ADD STD TESTING
TO OUR SERVICES

2013

93.7%

OF PREGNANT WOMEN

WHO VISIT PLANNED

PARENTHOOD RECEIVE

AN ABORTION TO END

THEIR PREGNANCY

THER DINNER 

Written by: Julie Schewe, RN, Client Care Nurse
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:

Shyla Allard
Mike Brocker
Dr. Peter Dehnel
Ben Griffin
Brian Hubbard, Chairman

Jessica Johnson

Carol Lund
Carl Nelson
Christina Pilon
Jeff Urban
Jeff Verdoorn

LISTEN ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 

WWW.PRAISEFM.ORG

2015 EVENT DATES
Laugh for Life Comedy Night

A family-friendly fundraising event featuring  
three local comedians: Bob Stromberg, Justin 
Flom, and Daren Streblow.
Rochester: Friday, January 23
Metro: Saturday, January 24

Birth Mother Dinner

Friday, May 8
Registration begins at 6:00 p.m.
All birth mothers are invited. Birth mothers are 
encouraged to bring 1-2 guests.

Fundraising Banquet & Silent Auction

Metro: Friday, October 23
Rochester: Thursday, October 29

CONNECT WITH US: 

facebook.com/newlifefamilyservices

@NLFStweets

New Life Family Services

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

www.nlfs.org

January 23 & January 24
7:00 p.m. 

featuring

www.n l f s .o rg  o r  800 -965-9324

LAUGH
FOR LIFE

JUSTIN f lom BOB stromberg DAREN streblow

ILLUSIONIST STORYTELLER COMEDIAN


